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• Reference  databases (mammal, birds, reptiles, etc.)

• Mapping wildlife inventories (in Landscapes)

• Listing and mapping Biodiversity management units

Biodiversity : a three-fold approach



Reference databases

OFAC website



Mapping wildlife inventories

Congo Basin Landscapes

Carpe, EDF2008



Mapping wildlife inventories

Landscapes partners
(Administrations,CARPE, 
NGOs, Private sector)

Example : Dzanga-Sangha
Tri-National



Biodiversity : Regional figures on 
flagship species Elephant : Fesces density

Primates : Nests Density



Listing and mapping Biodiversity 
management units

Strategic partnership between OFAC and Rapac as data provider
Network of protected areas in Central Africa
Data collection and monitoring effectiveness indicators



Monitoring logging in the Congo Basin

• Economic figures from the logging sector 

• Logging in industrial concessions : management plans and 

certification

• The data collection process 

• Limits and challenges of data collection and monitoring in 

formal and informal sectors



Logging sector : basic economic figures



Management and certification of 
logging concessions

Management plans 
80% concessions

Certification
15% concessions

19% area

(Source : Etats des Forêts 2008)



The data collection process

• Identification of data producers (administrations, NGOs, private sector…)

• Key principles :
- ask contributions from existing producers
- do not create new, unsustainable sources of data
- when data does not exist (i.e. informal sector design and 
test operational methods to transfer to existing actors)
- minimise running costs

• Key actors are mobilised by FORAF staff in each country 
through national working groups
• Participatory design of sets of indicators
• First campaign on external spreadsheets
• Second compaign on centralised web data base
• Each data is validated by a senior national official before 
edition.



OFAC database forms



Future challenges for the current 
process

• Improve the accuracy of the data collected
• Finalise the data collection
• Balance responsibilities between the regional observatory 
OFAC and the national forest statistics services
• National services should be supported to improve their own 
data collection processes
• Sustain data collection and monitoring on the long term (ref 
institutional study)
• Informal sectors need the preliminary design of data collection 
processes (on going for wood, fuelwood and bush meat)
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